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Annual Status Report  
 

The Report sets out the Annual Status Report, which forms part of the Review & 

Assessment process required under the Environment Act 1995 and subsequent 

Regulations.  

 

South Oxfordshire District Council currently has three AQMAs at Henley, Watlington and 

Wallingford, declared for annual nitrogen dioxide. 

 

In 2018 the Local Authority has continued to monitor NO2 at three automatic monitors. In 

response to the comments from the previous appraisal the council have increased the 

number of monitoring sites across the district from 63 to 77 passive diffusion tubes. There 

have been two exceedances of the annual mean NO2 objective at diffusion tubes inside the 

AQMAs (1 in Henley) and one outside the AQMA in Didcot (site S72). Both sites had 

exceedances in 2017.  

 

The Local Authority has a single AQAP covering the three AQMAs, which was formally 

adopted in 2015. More progress has been made towards the AQAP measures in the last 

year. These have included:  

- Installation of 4 EV charging points in Council owned car parks 

- Adoption of a taxi licensing scheme that offers a reduced fee for low emission vehicles 

- Producing an Air Quality Planning Guidance and updating it to ensure it promotes most 

recent best practice 

- Supporting a project that could reduce traffic and emissions in Watlington through the 

Planning System 

- Oxford Bus Company continue to improve the emissions standard of their fleet by 

retrofitting vehicles progressively. In 2018 30% of their fleet operating in South Oxfordshire 

meet Euro 6 Standards. 

- Commenced an anti-idling campaign, Turn it Off, that will target idling at locations with 

sensitive receptors, such as schools and medical practices. 

- Continuing to use the Council’s Planning and Procurement Systems to reduce emissions 

from transport in the long term 
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The current AQAP requires updating and the Council are in the progress of creating a new 

AQAP for 2020.  

 

On the basis of the evidence provided by the local authority the conclusions reached are 

acceptable for all sources and pollutants, under the provisos outlined in the commentary 

below.  

 

The next step for South Oxfordshire District Council is to submit an Annual Status Report 

in 2020 and to complete and publish a new AQAP. 
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Commentary 

 

The report is well structured, detailed, and provides the information specified in the 

Guidance, following the latest reporting template.  The following comments are made: 

 

1. Exceedances have been seen at S72 in 2017 and 2018. S72 is not a site of relevant 

exposure to a receptor. The closest receptor to S72 is 2 Mendip Heights. NO2 

concentrations at this receptor are well below the AQOs. Therefore, no AQMA is 

required.  

 

2. From 2017 to 2018 the number of exceedances have decreased and the concentration 

of NO2 has generally decreased in the district.  

 
 

3. It is good to see progress being made towards the AQAP measures in the last year. 

However, as the current AQAP is now regarded as being out of date, the Council should 

complete and publish their next AQAP, ideally, before the next ASR.  

 

4. It is good to see that the Council have responded to comments from the previous 

appraisal and included new monitoring locations. 

 
5. The maps provided in Appendix D are good, however they only display monitoring 

locations within the AQMA. No maps are included for Didcot or South Oxfordshire 

(where there have been graphs provided).  It would be useful if these maps were 

included in future reports. 

 

 

 

This commentary is not designed to deal with every aspect of the report.  It highlights a number of issues that 
should help the local authority either in completing the Annual Status Report adequately (if required) or in 
carrying out future Review & Assessment work. 

 
Issues specifically related to this appraisal can be followed up by returning the attached comment form 
to Defra, Welsh Assembly Government, Scottish Government or DOE, as appropriate. 

 
For any other queries please contact the Local Air Quality Management Helpdesk: 
Telephone: 0800 0327 953 
Email:  LAQMHelpdesk@uk.bureauveritas.com 
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Appraisal Response Comment Form 
 

Contact Name:   

Contact Telephone number:  

Contact email address:  

 

Comments on appraisal/Further information: 

 


